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Adjimamudova, V. 8., Yur Da-fu i literaturnoe obshchestvo “Tvorchestvo” (Yii
Ta-fu and the Literary Society ““Creation”). Moscow, Nauka 1971. 191 pp.

The book by V. 8. Adjimamudova, a member of the Institute of Oriental Studies
of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.8.R., consists of two relatively independent
parts—the first dealing with the Creation Society, Ch'uang-tsao-she (1921—1929),
and the second with the writer Yii Ta-fu (1896—1945). In addition, there is a sup-
plement appended to it with a brief characteristic of the journals edited by the
Creation Society.

In the first part the authoress presents perhaps the most comprehensive and
complex treatment thus far of the history of the Creation Society from the aspect of
the artistic and social views of the Creationists. But alongside the attitudes of the
latter, she also brings in the polemical reactions of the other writers and literary
theorists. V. Adjimamudova’s study on the Creation Society is an analysis of the inner
development of views within this society seen in relation to the overall situation in
Chinese literary criticism of the twenties, and thus, besides a detailed explanation
of the theoretical attitudes of the Creation Society, the book also elucidates the
principal problems, tendencies and discussions within Chinese literary thinking of the
whole decade. This part of the book will prove of value also to the literary historian as
it reveals little known facts on the organizational and personnel background of the
Society’s history and activities,

A detailed and comprehensive biography of Yii Ta-fu forms the first section of the
second part of the book. In this second part, V. Adjimamudova processes the prose
writings of an outstanding modern Chinese writer. As in the great majority of modern
Chinese writers, also in the case of Yii Ta-fu there comes up the problem of deter-
mining the genre of the various works. The authoress has concentrated in large
measure on this question, She resolves it by his prose writings into—according to her
terminology—nplotless prose (san-wen) and artistic prose with a plot (hsiao-shuo).
As it ensues from her explication of the genesis and actual state of san-wen, she
allots into this category diverse forms of short prose. In the section on hsiao-shuo she
analyses Yii Ta-fu’s short stories. V. Adjimamudova is conscious of the problematic
nature of determining genre in Yii Ta-fu’s works which in more than one case is
truly disputable, and states that neither in theoretical articles nor in artistic practice
did Yii Ta-fu ever put up an impassable wall between san-wen and hsiao-shuo. The
authoress did not aim at a complex processing nor introducing the whole of Yii Ta-fu’s
prose works. She concentrated on some prose writings and short stories which
she analysed thoroughly from the aspect of an artistic method and ideological
design.

V. Adjimamudova’s book brings proof of the authoress’ erudition, and her care
in collecting and commanding extensive, often hardly accessible source material.
Her contribution does not consist merely in that she has enabled a deeper insight
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