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Define the problem and the

unit of analysis <—|
I h¢ f I "
s the unit of analysis
appropriate for —T
the content?

v

Yes

v

Construct the research
protocol

Pursue a specific problem to
be investigated

Become familiar with the
processes and context of the
information sources

Become familiar with several
examples of relevant
documents, noting in particular
the format

Select the unit of analysis
(i.e., each article), realizing that
this may change later

The aim of the protocol is to
capture meanings and themes
in context with textual

———> Collect the data for the

study
Collect the data, recording
information using the categories
(variables) established in the

research of the protocol as appropriate.

Document descriptive examples.

Midpoint analysis
Examine the data to permit

emergence, refinement, or collapsing ——»

of additional categories.

Make the appropriate

Keep the data with the original

documents, but also enter data in a

computer text word processing

format (the process of journaling) for

easier search—find and text coding
(identifying the characteristics or
variables associated with each

individual study or article analyzed).

Do the findings force change in

the categories used to
describe the data
structure? — 3 No

v

Build the research protocol
(data collection sheet), listing the
characteristics present in the
data (variables)

examples and descriptions

Revise the protocol, review previous
inputs, and select several additional
; cases to further refine the protocol
Test the protocol by
collecting data from several No

documents (pilot)
Does the protocol

accurately reflect the
data?

Yes
Determine a sampling strategy

Select the most appropriate rationale
and strategy for the research question
from the theoretical, opportunistic,
cluster, and stratified random approaches

Note: This is usually theoretical for grounded inquiry
based studies. Theoretical sampling involves use of the
constant comparison approach.

adjustments to other Yes
data collected to reflect

the changes in the <«— Revise the

available coding or Protocol to reflect
categorizing system used the changes

in the research protocol

¢7 Complete the data collection

Data analysis and reporting

Perform the final data analysis, including conceptual refinement, and data
coding. This can be done via a process of textual analysis using a
word processing program or one of several qualitative analysis
programs (e.g., NUD*IST, NVIVO, ATLAS/ ti, etc.).

Compare and contrast extremes and key differences within each
category or item. Make textual notes. Write brief summaries or
overviews of data for each category (variable).

Combine brief summaries with an example of the typical case as well
as the extremes. lllustrate with materials from the protocol for each
case. Note surprises and curiosities about these cases and other
material from your data.

Integrate the findings with your interpretation and key concepts in a
final report.
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