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confettl, instant
souvenirs —it
was a night we
won't ferget

greatest moments
of Erasernealls,
Final Set

By Pam Pastor
Photos by Jill Lejane

IT WASN'T A GROUP HUG BUT
it was precty damn close,

After failed attempts by the
audience to cajole the members
of firaserheads Into doing an
embrace (Ely Buendia told the
crowd, “Kayo munal”), Ely,
Raymund Marasigan, Marcus
Adoro and Buddy Zabala (and
the Itchyworms' Jazz Nicolas)
walked to the front of the stage,
put their arms around one an-
other, and took a bow.

It was just one of the great
moments of the Erasherheads
concert last Saturday.

‘he others:

Souvenirs for the crowd.

Many fans went home with

The boys threw

anrtsuiMattheucapuveau-
dies

heads to go onstage ngain, That
webump-moment,
The tribute to Francis M
On the day of the concert,
peaple were still trying to
Come 1o gri i
Francis ona's death., He
had been due to perform in the
congert. The Ers
pared a tribute inst
Igaw tayo para kay Fr A
aid. The crowd broke into a
chant, “Francis!

, “Rock Ed Salutes The Man
From Manila.” The band played
“Superproxy” and “Kaleido-
scope World,” with Ely rapping,
instead of Francis, Many people
online have written that the
teleprompter set up in front of
the stage must have been a big
help when Ely had to rap “Su-
perproxy.” Truth is, the lyrics of

SCENES from an unforgettable

\
|
|

“wiilch, ‘1o this Tioror e
countiess Immllm‘wu eveniu-
ally cut up by the six people who
caught it, so each of them could
ke home a piece. One cew
member joined the fun-—after the
concert, he hurled at the crowd
the container of lighter fluid Ely
used when he lit up the piano.

e actually caught it.
Marcus singing a reggae
version of “Huwag Mo
Nang [tanong,” to the de-
light of the crowd. Raymund let-
ting Jazz take over the drums so
he could sing “Slo Mo,” “Alko-
hel” and “Insomnya.” 1t was fun-
ny to watch the crowd react ev-
ery time Raymund teasingly ap-
proached Ely (of course, the
whole world knows why). Bud-
dy finally giving in to the
crowd’s requests to take over the
mic too, by singing two lines
from “Fine Time"— “I don't care
if we sleep all day/Basta
kayakap ka ay okay.” The 'Heads
were more playful this tme—it
became clear they were more re-
laxed in this concert than in the
previous reunion. They were ac-
tually having fun.

It's always been said that the
Eraserheads aren't big on connect-
ing with the audience and talking
to the crowd, but not this time.

The sala set. After the first
break, the boys emerged
onstage in a more intimate
setup, with Ely sitting on a
couch and the others wielding
acoustic instruments. That part
of the concert felt so inti-
mate—strange,  given  the
crowd that numbered a hun-
dred thousand, That brief mo-
ment, it didn't feel like we were
in a huge concert venue; it felt
like we were in a small bar
watching our favorite band. Ely
deadpanned, “If you have any
reguests, pakibigay sa waiter.”
Ely singing the word “t---
ina” when they played
Pare Ko. I don't think a
cuss word has received that

much applause, ever. When a

guy shouted, “I love you, Ely!”

Ely replied, “I love you too,

are,” without missing a beat.
The insane fireworks of
“Overdrive.” They came
as such a surprise that
some people in front actually

There was n confersi

storm when the Fraser
heads finally played "Ang Hul
ing El Bimbo” but there was a
bigger thing happening on-
srage. Before a shocked audi-
ence, Ely set the “Sticker Hap-
py"piano on fire, It was Ely's old
piano which had been at "70s
Bistro for a long time, the piano
featured on the “Sticker Happy”
album cover. “We actually want-
ed to use the piano pero sira na
‘yun. I don't know if it was too
expensive to repair or we just
didn't have enough time,” Ray-
mund said. Did he know Ely
would burn it? “He kinda men-
tioned it as a joke. He really
wanted the piano onstage. But
guess he knew he'd do it; he had
lighter fluid.”

Three for the road. The

Eraserheads had done an

encore, the show was over,
or so everyone thought. People |
started to spill out of the con- |
cert grounds, the crew tock

over the stage and started pack-

ing up.

But then, Raymund returned
and said, “Gusto ninyo pa ba?”

The crowd went wild. “Tawa-
gin niyo si Ely!” “Tawagin ninyo
si Marcus!”

Soon, the four were back on-
stage, standing in a circle. Ely
asked the crowd, “Kaya ninyo
pa ba?"” Everyone was still going
wild. “Okay. Three for the
road,” he said. They played
“Ligaya,” “Sembreak” and
“Toyang.”

Ely finally left his comfort
zone behind the mic stand and
actually went down to the

crowd, making people sing

parts of Toyang. Asked later

why they decided to play more

songs; Raymund said, “Sobrang
bitin pa kami ni Buddy! Gusto
ko pa nga ng sampu eh!”

The extra songs may have
been unplanned (and unre-
hearsed) but they did not come

as a surprise.

Apparently, in the last re-
hearsals, Ely said, “Pag hindi tayo
tinigilan, dire-diretso lang tayo.”

This part of the show resonat-

ed so much with the crowd not
just because they played three
well-loved songs, but also be-

cause it gave fans hope that |
maybe, just maybe, like the |
fans, the Eraserheads didn't |
want the night to end. E;.

the rap were not on the

teleprompter. singing “Ang
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